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Discussion Item Temporary Relocation of the Takoma Park Farmers Market

Background The Laurel Avenue Streetscape Project is scheduled to begin construction on
Monday, April 4.  The Takoma Park Farmer’s Market is authorized to use Laurel
Avenue from 8:45 a.m. until 2:45 p.m. on Sundays until such time as the Council
takes an action to repeal or amend the terms of the street closure. 

The Takoma Park Farmers Market has agreed to temporarily relocate to the Bank of
America parking lot.  The parking lot is not large enough to accommodate all of the
vendors.  Closing Willow Avenue will provide much needed space.  The closure
may inconvenience drivers who normally exit the neighborhood along Willow
Avenue.  From 8:45 a.m. until 2:45 p.m., drivers will need to exit on Tulip or Maple
to access Carroll Avenue.  Staff and neighborhood residents delivered flyers to
Willow Avenue residents on March 30-31 and alerted the local residents’
association of the proposed closure on March 30.

The Takoma Park Farmer’s Market currently pays a fee of $60 per week as
“Payment to the City for Street Use.”  The Farmer’s Market has requested, and Staff
concurs, that the $60 fee be waived for the duration of the construction, as the
Farmer’s Market will undergo a hardship to move from Laurel to Willow.  The
portion of Willow Avenue that the Farmer’s Market will be using is considerably
smaller than Laurel Avenue.

Staff will work with the Farmer’s Market to make sure that the street closure and
relocation is adequately signed.

Policy 1. Enhance pedestrian and bicycle access to shops, transit, schools and other
community facilities by improving pedestrian safety and providing wide, tree-
lined sidewalks throughout the area.  

2. Support strengthening the streetscape from Takoma Junction to Old Town.  

3. Improve pedestrian connections and image from the Junction to Old Town to the
Takoma Metro in the District of Columbia.

Takoma Park Master Plan

Fiscal Impact Assuming street use fee is waived, revenue loss of $240 - $960; actual amount will 
depend on duration of construction.



Attachments • Resolution 2001-82 - Authorizing the closing of Laurel Avenue between Eastern
Avenue and Carroll avenue for the Operation of the Takoma Park Farmers Market
on Sundays

• Farmers Market Agreement
• Letter from the Farmers Market, 2003
• Proposed Resolution - Temporary Relocation of Farmers Market

Recommendation Staff recommends that Council approve the accompanying resolution authorizing
temporarily closing Willow Avenue and waiving the street use fee.

Special
Consideration



Introduced by: Councilmember Stewart

RESOLUTION #2001-82

AUTHORIZING THE CLOSING OF LAUREL AVENUE BETWEEN EASTERN AVENUE AND
CARROLL AVENUE FOR THE OPERATION OF THE TAKOMA PARK FARMERS MARKET

ON SUNDAYS

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park has operated a farmers market (the Market) on Sundays on
Laurel Avenue in the Old Town Business District since 1983; AND

WHEREAS, the City and the Takoma Park Farmers’ Market, Inc. entered into an agreement providing
for the Takoma Park Farmers’ Market, Inc. to operate the Market beginning September 7,
1997, and setting forth the terms and conditions for said Market operation; AND

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Takoma Park plans to continue to support the efforts of the
Takoma Park Farmers’ Market, Inc. to operate the Market on Laurel Avenue in the
Takoma Old Town Business District; AND

WHEREAS, in order for the Takoma Park Farmers’ Market, Inc. to operate the Market in a safe and
effective manner, Laurel Avenue must be closed between Carroll Avenue and Eastern
Avenue to accommodate the participating vendors and their customers; AND

WHEREAS, Section 11-24(a) of the Takoma Park City Code requires the approval of the City Council
prior to closing a street; AND

WHEREAS, in the past, the Council has adopted a resolution each year, authorizing the street closure
based on the dates and operation hours for the annual market season (generally, mid-
April until the end of December, between the hours of 8:45 a.m. and 2:45 p.m.); AND

WHEREAS, the Takoma Park Farmers’ Market, Inc. has requested the Council’s approval to remain at
the Laurel Avenue location through the Winter season, extending the street closure
authorization to a full year; AND

WHEREAS, the Council concurs with staff’s recommendation that this Resolution serve as the
Council’s authorization for the continued closure of Laurel Avenue on Sundays to
accommodate the Farmers Market in future years, no longer making it necessary for the
Council to adopt a Resolution each year to authorize this street closure.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TAKOMA PARK,
MARYLAND, THAT Laurel Avenue between Carroll and Eastern Avenues will be closed to all through
traffic for operation of the Market by the Takoma Park Farmers’ Market, Inc. on every Sunday between
the hours of 8:45 a.m. and 2:45 p.m.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT parking on Laurel Avenue between Carroll and Eastern Avenues
will be prohibited on the dates and during the times set forth above, except for officially permitted
vendors participating in the operations of the Farmers Market.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the provisions of this Resolution shall remain in effect until such
time as the Council may take action to repeal or amend the terms of this street closure.

ADOPTED THIS 10th day of December 2001.

















Introduced by:

RESOLUTION #2005 -

AUTHORIZING THE CLOSING OF WILLOW AVENUE
BETWEEN CARROLL AVENUE AND THE WACKENHUT PARKING LOT FOR THE

TEMPORARY OPERATION OF THE TAKOMA PARK FARMERS MARKET ON
SUNDAYS AND AMENDING THE AGREEMENT TO WAIVE THE PAYMENT TO CITY

FOR STREET USE 

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park City Council authorized by Resolution 2001-82 on
December 10, 2001, the closing of Laurel Avenue between Eastern Avenue and
Carroll Avenue for the operation of the Takoma Park Farmer’s Market on Sundays;
AND

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park and its agents will begin construction on Laurel Avenue to
rebuild the sidewalk and the median on April 4, 2005 and Laurel Avenue will be
unable to accommodate the vendors and their customers; AND 

WHEREAS, the Bank of America, located at Carroll Avenue and Willow Avenue, has offered the
use of their parking lot to the Takoma Park Farmers Market on a temporary basis for
the duration of the construction; AND

WHEREAS, the movement of the Takoma Park Farmers Market will create a hardship for the
vendors as Willow Avenue is considerably smaller than Laurel Avenue; AND

WHEREAS, the Takoma Park Farmers Market has requested temporary relief from weekly
payments to secure additional parking for the duration of construction only.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TAKOMA PARK,
MARYLAND, THAT Willow Avenue between Carroll Avenue and the Wackenhut Parking Lot will
be closed to all through traffic for operation of the Market by the Takoma Park Farmer’s Market, Inc.
every Sunday between the hours of 8:45 a.m. and 2:45 p.m.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT parking on Willow Avenue between Carroll Avenue and
the parking lot to 7000 Carroll Avenue (at the intersection of Willow and Carroll Avenues) will be
prohibited during construction on Carroll Avenue, except for officially permitted vendors
participating in the operations of the Takoma Park Farmers Market .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Takoma Park Farmers Market will be released from the
obligation to pay the City $60 per week for the use of Laurel Avenue so long as the Market is located
at Willow Avenue.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the provisions on this Resolution shall remain in effect
until the completion of construction on Laurel Avenue.

Adopted this ___ day of ____________ 2005.

ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Catherine E. Waters, CMC
City Clerk




